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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: HEALTH-RELATED PROFESSIONS DISCIPLINES 

Speech & Language Pathologist Assistant (SLP)
	Detail for CIP Code 51.0816
Title: Speech & Language Pathologist Assistant (A.A.S)
Definition: This program will prepare graduates to work under the supervision of a licensed speech language pathologist who evaluates, diagnoses, and treats individuals with communication disorders.  Courses provide instructions to screen for speech language and hearing disorders and to follow protocols to treat individual communication disorders.  Supervised fieldwork experience enables students to work with patients of various ages and with a range of communication disorders.


09-14-26
	Summary of Changes

	Date
	CRS #
	COURSE TITLE
	RECENT CHANGES

	09/14/26
	SLP 214
	Swallowing & Feeding Disorders Across the Lifespan
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	09/14/26
	SLP 213
	Language Disorders & Treatment
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	12/10/25
	SLP 101
	Introduction to Communication Disorders
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	12/10/25
	SLP 102
	Language Acquisition
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	12/10/25
	SLP 103
	Phonetics and Phonology
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	12/10/25
	SLP 104
	Speech Anatomy & Physiology
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	12/10/25
	SLP 201
	Speech Disorders and Intervention Across 
Lifespan I
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	12/10/25
	SLP 202
	Speech Disorders and Intervention Across 
Lifespan II
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	12/10/25
	SLP 203
	Augmentative and Alternative Communication
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	12/10/25
	SLP 204
	Communication Disorders in Diverse Populations
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	12/10/25
	SLP 205
	Clinical Ethics and Documentation
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	12/10/25
	SLP 206
	Administrative Procedures and Management
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	12/10/25
	SLP 207
	Introduction to Audiology
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	12/10/25
	SLP 210
	SLPA Fieldwork Seminar
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	12/10/25
	SLP 211
	SLPA Practicum/Fieldwork I
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	12/10/25
	SLP 212
	SLPA Practicum/Fieldwork II
	Courses have been reviewed and revised to comply with current accreditation and regulatory standard at the request of WSCC - Hanceville

	COMMENTS: 




	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	SLP
	101
	Introduction to Communication Disorders
	3
	0
	3

	Course Description
	Date Added
	12/10/25

	Prerequisites: As required by program.
Corequisites: SLP 102; SLP 103; SLP 104
This course provides an overview of various speech, language, and hearing disorders; factors related to the causes and severity of communication disorders; and the professions associated with communication disorders, especially speech-language pathology and audiology. Upon completion, students are expected to demonstrate foundational knowledge of communication disorders, describe the basic scope of practice in related professions, and apply appropriate terminology to discuss causes and effects of speech, language, and hearing challenges. 



	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	SLP
	102
	Language Acquisition
	3
	0
	3

	Course Description
	Date Added
	12/10/25

	Prerequisites: As required by program.

Corequisites: SLP 101; SLP 103; SLP 104
This course explores the typical development of language throughout the lifespan. Emphasis is placed on the biological, cognitive, and social foundations of language, as well as the components and functions of language across developmental stages. Students will examine major theories of language acquisition and the sequence of developmental milestones in phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics. The course also addresses cultural and linguistic diversity and factors that may influence language development. Students will gain foundational knowledge needed to support language development in clinical and educational settings under the supervision of a licensed speech-language pathologist. 



	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	SLP
	103
	Phonetics and Phonology
	2
	1
	3

	Course Description
	Date Added
	12/10/25

	Prerequisites: As required by program.

Corequisites: SLP 101; SLP 102; SLP 104
This course introduces students to the study of speech sounds and sound systems in human language. Emphasis is placed on articulatory phonetics, the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), phonological processes, and typical vs. atypical speech sound development. Students will learn to transcribe speech sounds using IPA, analyze phonological patterns, and identify speech sound errors. The course prepares SLPA students to assist in the assessment and treatment of speech sound disorders under the supervision of a licensed speech-language pathologist.



	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	SLP
	104
	Speech Anatomy & Physiology
	3
	0
	3

	Course Description
	Date Added
	12/10/25

	Prerequisites: As required by program.

Corequisites: SLP 101; SLP 102; SLP 103

This course provides an overview of the anatomical structures and physiological processes that support speech, language, hearing, and swallowing. Students will study the form and function of the respiratory, phonatory, articulatory, resonatory, nervous, and auditory systems, with a focus on how these systems contribute to communication. Emphasis will be placed on normal structure and function as a foundation for understanding communication disorders.  By the end of the course, students will be expected to demonstrate foundational knowledge necessary to support clinical and academic work in the field of communication sciences and disorders.



	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	SLP
	201
	Speech Disorders and Intervention Across Lifespan I
	2
	1
	3

	Course Description
	Date Added
	12/10/25

	Prerequisites: SLP 101; SLP 102; SLP 103; SLP 104
Corequisites: SLP 203; SLP 204; SLP 205; SLP 211

This course introduces speech sound disorders (SSD), fluency disorders, and voice/resonance disorders across the lifespan, with an emphasis on pediatric populations. Students will explore typical and atypical speech development, assessment methods, intervention principles, and strategies used by speech-language pathologists (SLPs). The course highlights evidence-based practices and the SLPA’s role in supporting treatment under supervision. Emphasis is placed on ethical service delivery, data collection, and culturally responsive practice.
 


	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	SLP
	202
	Speech Disorders and Intervention Across Lifespan II
	2
	1
	3

	Course Description
	Date Added
	12/10/25

	Prerequisites: SLP 101; SLP 102; SLP 103; SLP 104; SLP 203; SLP 204; SLP 205; SLP 211
Corequisites: SLP 206; SLP 207; SLP 210; SLP 212

This course expands on Speech Disorders and Intervention I by exploring speech disorders in adolescents, adults, and geriatric populations, including those resulting from neurological conditions and medical interventions. Students will examine motor speech disorders, acquired voice disorders, and speech rehabilitation approaches in medical and educational settings. The course emphasizes appropriate invention techniques, documentation, and the SLPA’s supportive role in clinical service delivery. 



	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	SLP
	203
	Augmentative and Alternative Communication
	2
	1
	3

	Course Description
	Date Added
	12/10/25

	Prerequisites: SLP 101; SLP 102; SLP 103; SLP 104
Corequisites: SLP 201; SLP 204; SLP 205; SLP 211

This course introduces students to the principles and practices of augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) systems used by individuals with complex communication needs. Students will explore the types, components, and selection criteria of AAC systems, ranging from low-tech to high-tech solutions. The course emphasizes the role of the SLPA in implementing AAC under the supervision of a licensed speech-language pathologist (SLP), including supporting communication, training users and caregivers, and maintaining ACCS devices. Ethical considerations, cultural responsiveness, and collaboration with interdisciplinary teams will also be addressed. Upon completion, students will be able to assist in AAC service delivery across diverse populations and settings. 



	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	CLINICAL
	COURSE

	SLP
	204
	Communication Disorders in Diverse Populations
	3
	0
	3

	Course Description
	Date Added
	12/10/25

	Prerequisites: SLP 101; SLP 102; SLP 103; SLP 104
Corequisites: SLP 201; SLP 203; SLP 205; SLP 211

This course explores the impact of cultural, linguistic, socioeconomic, and individual diversity on the assessment and treatment of communication disorders. Emphasis is placed on understanding how communication differences and disorders manifest across diverse populations and on developing culturally responsive practices in speech-language pathology. Students will examine linguistic variations, cultural values, and potential barriers to service delivery, and will learn strategies for effective collaboration with clients, families, and interdisciplinary teams. By the end of the course, students will be prepared to support inclusive, ethical, and equitable speech-language services for individuals from all backgrounds. 



	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	SLP
	205
	Clinical Ethics and Documentation
	3
	0
	3

	Course Description
	Date Added
	12/10/25

	Prerequisites: SLP 101; SLP 102; SLP 103; SLP 104
Corequisites: SLP 201; SLP 203; SLP 204; SLP 211

This course introduces Speech-Language Pathology Assistant (SLPA) students to the ethical and legal foundations of clinical practice, with an emphasis on professional conduct, scope of practice, and clinical documentation standards. Students will explore the ASHA Code of Ethics, HIPAA regulations, and the roles and responsibilities for SLPAs within a supervised framework. Additionally, students will develop proficiency in accurate, objective, and timely documentation practices, including progress notes, treatment records, and billing compliance. The course prepares students to uphold ethical principles and legal requirements while contributing to effective patient care and interprofessional collaboration. 



	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	SLP
	206
	Administrative Procedures and Management
	2
	0
	2

	Course Description
	Date Added
	12/10/25

	Prerequisites: SLP 101; SLP 102; SLP 103; SLP 104; SLP 201; SLP 203; SLP 204; SLP 205
Corequisites: SLP 202; SLP 207; SLP 210; SLP 212

This course introduces speech-language pathology assistant (SLPA) students to administrative functions, policies, and professional responsibilities associated with working in clinical, educational, and healthcare settings. Topics include documentation and record-keeping, billing and coding practices, scheduling, workload management, compliance with legal and ethical standards, and collaboration with supervisors and interdisciplinary teams. Students will gain practical knowledge of organizational procedures, confidentiality regulations, and technology used in speech-language pathology service delivery. Upon completion, students will be prepared to support the operational and professional requirements of their role as an SLPA in a variety of settings. 



	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	SLP
	207
	Introduction to Audiology
	3
	0
	3

	Course Description
	Date Added
	12/10/25

	Prerequisites: SLP 101; SLP 102; SLP 103; SLP 104; SLP 201; SLP 203; SLP 204; SLP 205
Corequisites: SLP 202; SLP 206; SLP 210; SLP 212

This course introduces students to the fundaments of audiology, with a focus on the role of the Speech-Language Pathology Assistant (SLPA) in supporting audiological services. Topics include the anatomy and physiology of the auditory system, types and causes of hearing loss, basic audiometric testing procedures, hearing screening protocols, amplification and assistive listening devices, and the impact of hearing disorders on communication and language development. Emphasis is placed on interprofessional collaboration, cultural competence, and ethical responsibilities when working with individuals with hearing loss across the lifespan.
 


	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	SLP
	210
	SLPA Fieldwork Seminar
	1
	0
	1

	Course Description
	Date Added
	12/10/25

	Prerequisites: SLP 101; SLP 102; SLP 103; SLP 104; SLP 201; SLP 203; SLP 204; SLP 205

Corequisites: SLP 202; SLP 206; SLP 207; SLP 212
The SLPA Fieldwork Seminar is a capstone course designed to accompany or follow the clinical fieldwork experience. It provides students with the opportunity to reflect on their clinical learning, enhance critical thinking, and integrate academic knowledge with practical application. Students will engage in group discussions, case study presentations, and professional portfolio development, and review of workplace competencies. Emphasis is placed on professional ethics, problem-solving in clinical settings, collaboration with supervisors and interdisciplinary teams, and preparation for employment as an SLPA.
  


	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	SLP
	211
	SLPA Practicum/Fieldwork I
	0
	2
	2

	Course Description
	Date Added             
	12/10/25

	Prerequisites: SLP 101; SLP 102; SLP 103; SLP 104

Corequisites: SLP 201; SLP 203; SLP 204; SLP 205

This supervised clinical fieldwork course provides students with their initial hands-on experience in a professional speech-language pathology setting. Students will observe and assist in the implementation of therapeutic interventions under the direction of a licensed Speech-Language Pathologist (SLP). Emphasis is placed on developing professional behaviors, communication skills, data collection techniques, and basic clinical service delivery. Students will apply knowledge from prerequisite coursework while gaining insight into ethical practice, cultural competence, documentation, and the scope of practice for SLPA’s.



	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	SLP
	212
	SLPA Practicum Fieldwork II
	0
	2
	2

	Course Description
	Date Added
	12/10/25

	Prerequisites: SLP 101; SLP 102; SLP 103; SLP 104; SLP 201; SLP 203; SLP 204; SLP 205

Corequisites: SLP 202; SLP 206; SLP 207; SLP 210

This advanced supervised clinical fieldwork course allows students to expand and refine the skills gained in Clinical Fieldwork I. Students will assume increased responsibility in assisting with speech-language pathology services under the supervision of a licensed SLP. Emphasis is placed in implementing therapy activities, managing therapy materials, collecting and documenting data, and adapting service delivery techniques across diverse populations. Students will demonstrate professional competencies, apply evidence-based practices, and reflect on their readiness for entry-level employment as an SLPA. 



	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	SLP
	213
	Language Disorders & Treatment
	3
	0
	3

	Course Description
	Date Added
	09/14/26

	Prerequisites: SLP 101; SLP 102; SLP 103; SLP 104;

Corequisites: SLP 203; SLP 204; SLP 205; SLP 211

This course provides a comprehensive exploration of pediatric and adolescent language disorders, focusing on the identification, etiology, and evidence-based treatment of receptive, expressive, and pragmatic communication impairments. Students examine developmental language disorders, Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), literacy-based challenges, and alternative and augmentative communication (AAC) systems. Emphasis is placed on equipping the Speech-Language Pathology Assistant (SPLA) with the practical skills required to implement structured intervention protocols, collect reliable behavioral data, and assist supervising SLPs across educational and clinical settings. 



	DPT
	CRS 
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	SLP
	214
	Swallowing & Feeding Disorders across the Lifespan
	3
	0
	3

	Course Description
	Date Added
	09/14/26

	Prerequisites: SLP 101; SLP 102; SLP 103; SLP 104; SLP 203; SLP 204; SLP 205, SLP 211, SPL 213
Corequisites: SLP 206; SLP 207; SLP 210, SLP 212
This course examines normal and disordered swallowing (dysphagia) in pediatric and adult populations, covering anatomical structures, physiological mechanisms of the swallow, and common etiologies across the lifespan. Students explore the signs and symptoms of dysphagia, aspiration risks, and precautions associated with various medical conditions, developmental delays, and neurodegenerative diseases. Emphasis is placed on the Speech-Language Pathology Assistant’s (SLPA) role in supporting feeding therapy, executing diet texture modifications, recognizing distress signals, and maintaining patient safety under the direct supervision of a licensed Speech-Language Pathologist
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